
BREAKING: Early Morning Fire Destroys Henderson Family Home 

An early morning fire destroyed the Henderson family’s home in Boston’s Oak Tree Heights 

neighborhood on Monday. The blaze, caused by a malfunctioning dryer in the basement, was 

compounded by non-working smoke alarms, according to Boston Fire Chief Rick Ramirez. 

The fire started around 4:55 a.m. and was reported five minutes later by neighbor Sandra 

O’Toole, who saw smoke and flames. Firefighters arrived at 5:07 a.m. and battled the blaze for 

two hours before extinguishing it. No fatalities occurred. 

Inside were James Henderson, 42; his wife, Jennie, 40; their son, Charlie, 15; and their dog, 

Jackie, a yellow lab-collie mix. The Hendersons, who own local bakery Baking Boston, were 

taken to Hillcrest Hospital in stable condition. Jackie fled during the fire and remains missing; 

shelters and volunteers are searching. 

“We didn’t even hear the alarm sound—it caught us off guard,” James said.  

Jennie added, “The worst part is losing our photos. Our memories were in that house.” 

Chief Ramirez noted that non-functioning smoke alarms are a frequent problem and urged 

residents to check their devices. The Boston Fire Department offers free fire safety classes every 

Saturday. 

A GoFundMe campaign has been launched to help the Hendersons rebuild their lives. 

#BostonStrong #OakTreeHeights #FireSafetyMatters #CheckYourAlarms 

#CommunityInAction #RebuildTogether #StaySafeBoston #PetRescueHope 

#SupportTheHendersons #HomeFireAwareness 
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